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afternoons was characteristic. On alternate weeks
he would visit his Uncle Reynolds, an exponent of
the most respectable Evangelical thought, and
George Eliot, an exponent of the most disreputable
German philosophy, and a member of society
regarding whose moral standing his uncle must
have entertained the gravest misgivings. What is
perhaps most characteristic is that it would be
difficult to say which visits he enjoyed more. George
Eliot he greatly admired, and thought her both
very amiable and an interesting psychological
study, but too big and weighty for the ordinary
world, and, Mrs. Harrington adds, cc somewhat
strange in respect to its small amenities.5'3S
In 1874, says Mrs. Barrington,
the Bagehots decided to buy a house in London, and
settled on 8 Queen's Gate Place, which they gave
into the hands of William Morris's firm to furnish
and decorate, De Morgan tiles, of course, being a
feature of the decoration.
Walter wrote to me that cc Wardle is doing most of
the house, but the great man himself, William Morris,
is composing the drawing-room, as he would an ode."
Walter would at times meet William Morris at the
Bloomsbury depot when choosing papers and tiles,
and the two would talk poetry as well as furniture.
Walter's fancy was tickled at the quaint combination,
and at William Morris's autocratic attitude towards
all questions of taste. However amusing the culture
of aesthetics might be they could not wean Walter
entirely. He had always had a great fondness for
children. Amidst the choice designs of an inner hall,
which the Morris firm had treated as a special feature
in the new house, stood a fine large rocking horse, crude
in colour and carving as such things are, my sister's
gift to my boy. As we were passing it one day Walter
spurted out suddenly, as he used to do when he